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with plausible pretences on either part, as there is always
passing between them a reciprocation of injuries, and fluc-
tuation of encroachments.

- From the conclusion of the last peace, perpetual com-
plaints of the supplantations and invasions of the French
have been sent to Europe, from our colonies, and transmit-
ted to our ministers at Paris, where good words were,
sometimes, given us, and the practices of the American
commanders were, sometimes, disowned; but no redress
was ever obtained, nor is it probable, that any prohibition
was sent to America. We were still amused with such
doubtful promises, as those who are afraid of war are ready
to interpret in their own favour, and the French pushed
forward their line of. fortresses, and seemed to resolve, that
before our complaints were finally dismissed, all remedy
should be hopeless.

We, likewise, endeavoured, at the same time, to form a
barrier against the Canadians, by sending a colony to New
Scotland, a cold uncomfortable tract of ground; of which
we had long the nominal possession, before we really
began to occupy it. To this, those were invited whom the
cessation of war deprived of employment, and made bur-
densome to their country; and settlers were allured thither
by many fallacious descriptions of fertile valleys and clear
skies. What effects these pictures of American happiness
had upon my countrymen, I was never informed, but, I
.suppose, very few sought provision in those frozen regions,
whom guilt, or poverty, did not drive from their native
country. About the boundaries of this new colony there
were some disputes; but, as there was nothing yet worth
a contest, the power of the French was not much exerted
on that side; some disturbance was, however, given, and
some skirmishes ensued. But, perhaps, being peopled
chiefly with soldiers, who would rather live by plunder than
by agriculture, and who consider war as their best trade,
New Scotland would be more obstinately .defended than
some settlements of far greater value; and the French are
loo well informed of their own interest, to provoke hostility